
The Voter 
  The League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

Saturday, November 8, 2008 
Refreshments at 9:30 a.m.—Program at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 

828 West Main 

Grass Valley 

November 2008 

Speak Out at . . . 
         . . . the League’s Annual 

SPEAK IN ! 
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Did the election “fix things”? 
YOU  have an Opinion ! 

So … 
SPEAK UP at the SPEAK IN 

 

We hope to have a spirited dialogue with 

members in order to ascertain where they feel 

our League should focus our energy and our 

deliberations in 2009.  Shall we consider 

transportation? How about water resources?  

What ever happened to the idea of a timely, 

balanced California budget?  More taxes? 

Fewer services?  Shall we push for  an exami-

nation and review of the state initiative proc-

ess? How about health care legislation that 

ends up nowhere? 

   

Will the November General Election results  

demand our energy and involvement this 

year?  In short, we need to hear from you in 

order to determine where and how we use 

this energy to the best advantage as we head 

into 2009.  

 

Come to our membership meeting on No-

vember  8 and Speak Out at the Speak-In. 

 

Board of Directors 

LWVWNC 

       

The Prez Sez 
 

The League of Women Voters studies key 

community issues at all government levels in 

an unbiased manner and enables people to 

seek positive solutions to public policy issues 

through education.  To achieve this goal in 

the November election, our Voter Service 

Committee has been extremely dedicated.  

Under the co-chairmanship of Helen Wil-

liamson and Arlene Robertson our commu-

nity has had the opportunity to attend forums 

for the NID Board, the Grass Valley City 

Council, the 3rd District California Assem-

bly,  and the 2nd District Board of Supervi-

sors.  After numerous e-mails and phone 

calls, we had to give up on the planned forum 

for the 4th District House of Representatives 

race due to scheduling difficulties with the 

two candidates 
. 

The Voter Service Committee members have 

studied the 12 ballot propositions and have 

presented the unbiased Pros and Cons to sev-

eral organizations.  Each presentation was 

well received by a grateful audience.  We 

have had excellent publicity in the media for 

our efforts, and the League of Women Voters 

of Western Nevada County continues to en-

joy positive reviews of all our programs.  

Thanks to all our members who helped with 

our mission statement of encouraging citizens 

to exercise their right to an informed vote. 

 

The November meeting will have special sig-

nificance for our members  See the  article on 

the adjoining column for more information. 

 

I look forward to seeing all of you on No-

vember 8. 

 

 

Ruth Schwartz 

President 
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Visit to Nevada Union High School Government Classes 
 

Recently, Helen Williamson and I were invited to speak to senior government classes at 
Nevada Union High School along with representatives from the County Elections office 
and spokesmen for the Democratic and Republican parties.  Our primary purpose was 
to stress the importance of not only the vote, but also the informed vote.  Initiatives 
present a real challenge.  Students were advised how to evaluate the initiatives and 
were also given the history of the initiative in California. 
 
Governor Hiram Johnson (1911-1916) gave the state the recall, initiative and referen-
dum in response to the political power of the Southern Pacific Railroad which effec-
tively owned California’s government from 1880 to 1910. 
 
In his six years as governor, Johnson reformed government and restored democratic 
processes by giving voters the right to recall state officers and place initiatives on the 
ballot.  He trusted the people to use their new political powers judiciously.  In recent 
years well-financed special interests have used the initiative process for their personal 
agenda.  The same is true of the recall.  Johnson considered the recall a safety valve in 
case of corruption.   It was never intended for voter remorse.  The voters’ responsibility 
in enacting statutes and amending the state constitution is a grave one.  Students were 
reminded of Johnson’s intent and his trust in the public to use the power judiciously. 
 
Polly Bacich 
Action/Legislation Chair 

Highlights of the October Board Meeting 
 

Board members learned that some members have added $2.80 to their membership renewals in rec-

ognition that our dues do not fully cover our expenses. 

 

Members of the board discussed several options for the upcoming revision of our local publication 

“Facts for Voters” following the November election. 

 

Board members decided that we will place an advertisement in The Union informing readers of 

League positions on ballot issues we support for the upcoming election.  In order to maintain the 

distinction between Voter Service and Action, the ad will be scheduled to appear after our Pros and 

Cons presentation at the October general meeting. 

 

Several Board members agreed to draft letters to the editor of The Union opposing ballot measures 

4, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. 

 

Action/Legislation Chair Polly Bacich will submit an “Other Voices” article to The Union 

detailing our strong support for Proposition 11 which addresses redistricting California leg-

islative districts. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Karen Schwartz, Secretary 
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The League of Women Voters  

RECOMMENDS 

November 4, 2008 General Election 

 
PROP 1A    Safe, Reliable High-Speed Train Bond Act  SUPPORT 

    (Legislative  Bond Act) 

 

PROP 3   Childrenôs Hospital Bond Act, Grant  Program SUPPORT

    (Initiative Statute) 

 

PROP 4   Waiting Period and Parental Notification  OPPOSE 

    Before Termination of Minorôs Pregnancy   

    (Initiative Constitutional Amendment) 

 

PROP 5   Nonviolent Drug Offenses. Sentencing,  SUPPORT 

    Parole and Rehabilitation 

    (Initiative Statute) 

 

PROP 6   Police and Law Enforcement Funding ,  OPPOSE 

    Criminal Penalties and Laws  

    (ñRunner Initiativeò) 

    (Initiative Statute) 

 

PROP 7   Renewable Energy Generation   OPPOSE 

    (Initiative Statute) 

 

PROP 8   Eliminates Right of Same-Sex Couples  OPPOSE 

    To Marry 

    (Initiative Constitutional Amendment) 

 

PROP 9   Criminal Justice System. Victimsô Rights,  OPPOSE 

    Parole. 

    (Initiative Constitutional Amendment  

    and Statute) 

 

PROP 10   Alternative Fuel Vehicles and Renewable  OPPOSE 

    Energy. Bonds. 

    (Initiative Statute) 

 

PROP 11   Redistricting Reform     STRONGLY

    (Initiative Constitutional Amendment   SUPPORT

    and Statute)       

  

     

 

     

Because League positions do not cover the issues in Proposition 2, Standards for Confining Farm 

Animals, and Proposition 12, Veteransô Bond Act of 2008, the LWVC is taking no stand on these  

measures. 
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Mary Hallock Foote, Writer and Illustrator 
1847-1938 

After twenty years of making a home for her family in mining camps and engineering ventures 

through the West, Mary and her engineer husband Arthur De Wint Foote found that Grass Val-

ley and the North Star Mine offered economic stability and a place of repose for the Foote fam-

ily.  They lived in Grass Valley for over thirty years, raising their children, burying one daugh-

ter and watching their remaining son and daughter marry and raise families of their own. 

 

Despite being born and raised in New York state, Mary Hallock Foote became one of the most 

widely read writers of the American West.  She was the author of sixteen books and numerous 

short stories, many of which she illustrated herself as well as producing woodcut illustrations 

for the works of other authors.  Her novels and short stories reflect the sensibilities of her times 

while portraying characters who live in the West and represent the challenges  and opportunities 

of developing a new and distinct Western culture. 

 

During their stay in Grass Valley, her family resided most of the time at the North Star House 

property, designed by Julia Morgan, California’s first female architect, well-known for her 

plans for the Hearst Castle.  Mary’s husband was a mining engineer and the family moved  to a 

succession of mining communities while she continued to record both the daily flavor and ex-

traordinary events that shaped her life.  Finally a position with the North Star gold mine in 

Grass Valley opened up for her husband and  the family moved there  in 1895.  

 

Once comfortably settled, Mary set down her reminiscences, recently published as A Victorian 

Gentlewoman in the Far West. With grace and honesty, these memoirs give a compelling per-

sonal account of the happiness and anxiety, accomplishments and failures that were experienced 

by this gifted woman and devoted pioneer wife. 

 

By the age of 28 Mary had already gained fame as an illustrator.  Her artistic credits included 

illustrations for Louisa May Alcott stories in St. Nicholas Childrenôs Magazine, drawings for 

her own essay, “A California Mining Camp” that appeared in Scribnerôs Monthly, woodcuts for 

the 1877 edition of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, and four volumes of The Writ-

ings of Bret Harte.  She then began writing the first of 16 critically acclaimed books, including 

12 novels and four short story collections.  Three of the novels were set in Grass Valley.   She is 

now considered not only one of the foremost , but also one  of the most realistic early writers of 

the American West.  Mary Hallock Foote  died in Hingham, Massachusetts on June 25, 1938.  

She was 64 years old. 

 

As an added footnote to her illustrious career, Wallace Stegner’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 1971 

novel Angle of Repose is directly based on Foote’s letters, and an opera based on the novel was 

performed in San Francisco in 1976. 

 

The stories and illustrations of Mary Hallock Foote reflect the American 

West that she knew—not the West of cowboys and cattle rustlers, punctu-

ated by wild rides and six-gun shootouts, but the West of mining ventures 

and irrigation projects, of  the engineers who changed the face of the land 

and of the families that followed , creating economic development and a 

distinctive Western culture. 
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Little  Known Facts  

Coca-Cola was originally green.  

 

State with the highest percentage of people who walk to work: Alaska.  

 

First novel ever written on a typewriter: Tom Sawyer.  

 

In the 1940õs the FCC assigned televisionõs Channel 1 to mobile services (two-way radius in 

taxicabs, for instance) but did not re -number the other channel assignments.  That is why 

your TV set has channels 2 and up, but no channel 1.  

 

Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king from history.  

SpadesñKing David,    ClubsñAlexander the Great  

Hearts ñCharlemagne,   and  DiamondsñJulius Caesar  

 

The phrase òrule of thumbó is derived from an old English law which stated that you 

couldnõt beat your wife with anything wider than your thumb. 

 

The Pentagon has twice as many bathrooms as is necessary.  When it was first built in the 

1940õs, the state of Virginia still had segregation laws requiring separate toilet facilities 

for blacks and whites.  

 

The San Francisco cable cars are the only mobile National Monuments.  

 

If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front legs in the air, the person 

died in battle; if the horse has one front leg in the air, the person died as a result of 

wounds received in battle; if the horse has all four legs on the ground, the person died of 

natural causes.  

 

Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their hair.  

 

There now.  Wasnõt that interesting?  You betcha ! 

THE VOTER 
Published monthly 

September through June/July 

in Grass Valley, CA 95945 

by the 

 League of Women Voters of 

Western Nevada County 

THANK YOU ! 

 

The League of Women Voters of Western 

Nevada County wishes to thank Brunswick 

Village Assisted Living Community for 

their continued support. 



 

 

SPD Markets 
735 Zion Street, Nevada Street 

 

(530) 265-4596 
 

Spdmarket1@yahoo.com 

 

New Moon Café 
203 York Street, Nevada City 

 

(530) 265 6399 

   

A. Ann Armstrong 
Attorney & Counselor-at-Law 
200 Auburn Folsom Road, Auburn 

 

(530) 269-1515 

(530) 269-2525 (fax)  

 

Quail Ridge Senior Living 
150 Sutton Way, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-1055 
 

www.quailridgeseniorliving.com 

   

The Bookseller 
107 Mill Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-2131 
 

booksgv@pacbell.net 

 

Country Copy Print Shop 
1200 East Main Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-4657 

   

BriarPatch Co-op 
Natural Foods Community Market 
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-5333 

M-Sat 7a-8p, Sun 8a-7p ö www.briarpatch.coop 

 

The Wooden Spoon 
A Toy Store for Cooks 

2066 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 272-8980 

   

Mill Street Clothing  
Lisa Swarthout 

117 Mill Street, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 477-6404 

 

Flour Garden Bakery 
11999 Sutton Way & 109 Neal Street, Grass Valley 

340 C Elm Avenue, Auburn 

(530) 272-2043 

(530) 477-2253 

(530) 888-1011 

M-Sat 5a-7p, Sun 6a-8p Ö www.flourgarden.com 

   

Eskaton  
Senior Residences & Services 

625 Eskaton Circle, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 273-1778 

(530) 273-8058 (fax) 

 

òDo you ever get the feeling that 
the only reason we have elections 
is to find out if the polls were right?ó 

 
                                             Robert Orben 
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We appreciate the support from the following local businesses and business professionals 


