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THE PREZ SEZ Annual Meeting Minutesd June 14, 2008

Welcome to the 2008009 League year! This
will be the year of featurel f | & sMest of
are reading this ofine issue ofThe Voterfor the e
first time. Thefirst meeting of the League year

in September will be an enlightening discussion
about party platforms on immigration which will *
focus on the question:
the 12 million or more undocumented immigrants

already here?o. Our De cfy

have a new look for théirst time in several
years. Programs will have a different format for
thefirst time. A committee will meet monthly to
discuss and recommend upcoming programs, and
Dottie Schmidt will be the Program Coordinator.
We will be updating you on othdirsts as the
year progresses.

Members will soon be receiving their renewal ®
letters in the mail. Please refer to the Member-
ship article in this issue ofhe Voter Did you
know that our per member payment (PMP) to the,
LWVC has increased from $21 to $22, and that
our PMP to LWVUS has also gone up from
$26.80 to $28? We are required to carry liability
insurance that is billed per member, and this will
be approximately $2.80 this year.

The total amount of our per member payment to®
State and National Leagues is now $52.80. Our
Board has votedotto raise our current $50 dues.
So, why, you might ask, should we join our local
League if each membership is costing our treas-
ury an extra $2.80 per member? We feel the an-
swer to this question is simply that without the ,
National and State Leagues we could not possibly
fulfill our stated mission. The fact is that the
State and National Leagues promote our policies,
study ballot measures, keep us informed on action
alerts so that we may contact our elected repre-
sentatives when it is crucial to do so. They also
assist us in promoting positive solutions to public
policy issues through education and advocacy.

Our local League depends on you. Please join us
again this coming year which promises to be an
exciting and eventful one we need you with us!

Ruth Schwartz

Highlights
you

The meeting was called to order by President Ruth
Schwartz. The Rules of the Day were presented
by Parliamentarian Edi Silverman.

Treasurer Sue Nepstead presented a detailed re-
Vi incQme an pe
&vaf &t %331%2 08. A substantla °

savi ost ge nd printinthe Voterwas
Hﬁét ﬁi\/@sl tterBrdide.t ¥V

League year up to

t|Hg the

for t

Program Cha|r Dottie Schmidt reviewed our local
positions. A discussion ensued with Polly Bacich
making a motion not to approve our General Plan
positions because it was out of date. She later
withdrew her motion and moved instead to have
the position updated. This motion was passed.
All other local positions were passed unani-

mously.

Membership Chair Linda McVicker reported that

we currently have 91 members. She has also as-

sumed the responsibility for administering our

website.

Voter Service ceChair Arlene Robertson reported
on the many activities and programs organized by
Voter Service. These included four wattended

Candidates®6 For ums,

tations, voter registration efforts, and the monitor-
ing of election processes by invitation from local
public agencies and private groups.

President Schwart z
eral membership meetings and acknowledged the

role of Dottie Schmidt in putting these programs

together.

Nominating Chair Jackie Wilson presented the
proposed slate of officers for 20@®09. The
slate was unanimously approved.

President Schwartz invited direction from mem-

bers to the new board. Some suggestions were: a
review of the advantages and disadvantages of

the initiative process; a closer look at Nevada
Countyds gener al pl an,
including the status of the Real ID Act; the status
of senior services in the County; a review of the
role of the Electoral College; the future of Social
Security, and the status of healthcare legislation at

state and national levels.

Following lunch, President Schwartz led a heart-
felt tribute to paspresident and longtime member
Edi Silverman for her outstanding leadership and

contributions to our League.

adjourned at 1:44 p.m.

President Respectfully submitted,
Karen Schwartz, Secretary

The meeting was
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;um-.ef Freview

Our September 13 program will feature Bill Neu-

harth, Chairman of the Nevada County Republi-
can Central Committee and Margee Joehnk, Ne-

vada County Democratic Central Committee

member.

Our guests will discuss their respectifAarty
Pl atfor msod Posi t i.oMore

information on this exciting and provocative pro-

Harry S. Truman, American

When President Truman retired from office
his. incom? was_ substantially a
mi g r a 1.0 N

tes ATmy pension, reported to have

in 195@,

Diited Stal

gram will be headl i nedP€8NPI3pQ7,72 a ygar, €qngress, patinghg o
The Voter You wondt want Wappayngdos stamps and persanally |icking
friend! t hem, granted him an #dAall
a retroactive pension of $25,000 per year.
Membership Renewal Time is HERE! When offered corporate positions at large
sal ari es, he declined, S
You know the Leagueo$ WHntSmel ovBu wahtafieeoffiéenof the prekib e
League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan polificalg ¢ n t | and t hat doesnot b
organization, encourages informed and agtive; 4 gs to the American peo
participation in government, works to incre S 41 e . O Even | ater on N

understanding of major policy issues, and infflu

ences public policy through education and ac
cacy. o

You understand what this means, AND you alsothat | have done anything which ShQU|d be
on the reason for any award, Congressional or

understand that we could not fulfill our miss
without your continued support.

Now is the time to renew your commitment td
these principles. Please return your Renew
Card by September 1, 2008, with current in
mation and check made payable to LWVWN(
the envelope provided. Renewal letters have
mail ed out ; | et us

yours. The dues remain the same at $50 fg
individual and $25 for each additional housel
member. Membership dues are not deductibl

Our obligation to State and National Leagues
increased, but with careful budgeting it was

necessary to pass this increase along to our mengifference.

bership. Maintaining our current membershif
vital to us. We need you with us this year!

Linda McVicker, Membership chair

VO

fused to accept it

ot her wi se. 0

_Congress was preparing to award him the
Medal of Honor on his 87th birthday, he re-

Wr i t |

We now see others who have found a new

Today,

al |evel of success in cashing in on the presi-
O dency, resulting in untold wealth.
N many in Congress also become wealthy while

been. . °. . . \ a
k necg.kay'”Q the fvre'f Efd’f thelp gifices. Palitieal; e
¢ aPffices are now often for sale.
:_Id Good old Harry made the following observa-
tion, AMy choice early 1in
hasa piano player in a whorehouse or a politi-
notci an. And, to tell t he t
: |, for one, believe the piano
Spl ayer job to be much mor
il never did give anybody
truth, and theyH®hought it
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THE INITIATIVE PROCESS

Steps in the Initiative Process

Proponents write the text of the proposed law.

e The draft is submitted to the Attorney General along with $200. The money is refunded if the measure quali-
fies for the ballot; otherwise it is placed in the s

The Attorney General prepares a title and official summary.

The Attorney General sends the summary to proponents, the Senate, the Assembly and the Secretary of State.
The Legislature may conduct public hearings on it, but cannot amend it.

Calendar deadlines are calculated from the date the summary is sent to the proponents (the official summary
date).

Petitions must have the official summary on each signature page.

Circulation of petitions can only begin on the official summary date. Completed, signed petitions must be
filed no later than 150 days from the official summary date. Each initiative will be placed on the next state-
wide general or special election ballot that occurs 131 days after the petition qualifies.

Number of signatures required:
1. Initiative statute: five percent of the votes cast for all candidates who ran for governor in the
last election. The number of signatures required to qualify for this ballot is 373,816.
2. Initiative constitutional amendment: eight percent of the votes cast for all candidates who
ran for governor in the last election. The number required to qualify for this ballot was
598,105.

Signers may withdraw their names by filing a written request.

Petitions must be filed in the county in which they were circulated.

If the state total based on random sampling is more than 110 percent of the required number of signatures, the
Secretary of State certifies the initiative as qualified for the ballot. If the random sampling total is between 95
and 110 percent of the required number, a full count of all of the signatures is required.

When the initiative measure qualifies, it is sent to the Legislature. It is assigned to the appropriate committees,
which then hold joint public hearings on the subject at least 30 days before the election. The Legislature has

no authority to alter the measure or prevent it from going on the ballot.

Under the Political Reform Act of 1974, committees supporting or opposing an initiative must file campaign
disclosure statements if they have made or received contributions or made expenditures.

Proponents and opponents may submit arguments for inclusion in the ballot pamphlets.
An initiative measure approved by majority vote takes effect the day after the election unless it specifies other-
wise. If provisions of two or more measures approved at the same election conflict, those of the measure re-
ceiving the highest affirmative vote prevail. The Legislature may amend or repeal initiative statutes by an-
other statute that becomes effective only when approved by voters, unless the initiative statute permits amend-
ment or repeal without their approval.

(Adapted from the LWV California 1998 Initiative and Referendum study kit, pages 9 and 10.)

For a detailed description of the initiative process, got&thel i f or ni a Secretary of Statebd




