
The Voter 
  The League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

 

July/August 2009 

Enjoy your summer ... ...but mark your calendar 

… because we’ve got big for you in ... 
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The Prez Sez 

The month of June with graduations, weddings 

and reunions is now a memory, and the time for 

the new League year is upon us.  The Board met 

July 11 for the Annual Retreat and has begun the 

planning process for  the League year 2009-2010.  

Programs are being planned, hospitality is in full 

gear, great publicity ideas are on the table.  Many, 

many ideas from your officers and directors kept 

the four hour  meeting moving along briskly.  

 

The 2009-2010 proposed budget can be found on 

Page 3 in this issue of The Voter.  It will be voted  

on for approval at the September general meeting.  

Treasurer Sue Nepstead and committee members, 

Linda McVicker, Marcy Elliott and I,  presented a 

realistic, balanced budget. Sue continues to do an 

exceptional job taking care of the books, keeping 

an accurate account of our bank balance and as-

suming many non-treasury jobs - thus making my 

job so much easier!  League members Larry Lun-

dervold, CPA extraordinaire, and  Linda 

McVicker, did the yearly audit and had high 

praise for Sue.  Thank you, Larry, for donating 

your professional expertise.  See the auditor‟s 

“Auditors‟ Yearly Report” on page 4 of this issue. 

Our League is celebrating its first year anniver-

sary of The Voter on line.  It has been an unquali-

fied success with many positive responses from 

members, supporters and Leagues throughout the 

state.   Our website is one that makes us justifia-

bly proud.  Linda McVicker, our Webmaster, is 

an invaluable asset to our organization.  She 

keeps us informed of local, state and national 

League activities with a “user-friendly” home 

page and posts special features of interest to our 

local community. Thank you, Linda, for your 

timely League e-mails, your concise and well-

phrased communications and your unflagging 

sense of humor. 

 

This month I have highlighted two very important 

members who make the smooth operation of our 

League so much easier.  More about  your offi-

cers and directors will follow in future Voters.  I 

look forward to seeing all of you at our Septem-

ber meeting. 

 

Ruth Schwartz 

President 

 

Program Plans for September to December 2009: 

 

 0  September 12   Hon. Tom Anderson, Judge of Nevada County Superior Court 

    ñCourt Overview and Issuesò 

 

 0    October 10       Community Services -  Gold Country Community Council 

    ñWhat is it?ò  ñWhat do they do?ò  ñWhy should we care?ò  

 

 0    November 14    California  - The Ungovernable State 

 

 0    December 5      Holiday Party/Fundraiser 
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LWVWNC Proposed Budget 2009-2010 

The Budget Committee, Marcy Elliott, Linda McVicker, Sue Nepstead, and Ruth Schwartz, met on July  7, 2009 to 

draft a Proposed Budget for the coming League year.  This budget will be voted on by members at the September 

General Membership meeting of September 12, 2009. 

Income 

1. Dues: 

       67 Members @ $60 ($4,020) 

       11 Household Members @ $30 ($330) 

2. Fundraisers and Contributions 

       LWVWNC March Finance Drive 

       LWVWNC General Contributions 

       Education Fund March Finance Drive 

       Education Fund General Contributions 

3. Special Events: 

       Book Sales at General Meetings 

       Holiday Party/Fundraiser 

       Salad and Soup Luncheon 

4. Annual Meeting Luncheon 

5. The Voter Ad Supporters 

6. Certificate of Deposit Interest Earned 

Total Income 

 

Expenses 

1. Operating Expenses: 

       General Meeting Room ($600) 

       P. O. Box Fee ($70) 

       Telephone ($230) 

       Liability Insurance ($240) 

2. Board and Officers‟ Expenses: 

       Copying ($35) 

       Postage ($25) 

       Annual Retreat ($100) 

3. Membership: 

       Membership Renewal ($45) 

       Membership Directory ($205) 

4. March Finance Drive 

5. Delegates, Travel, Convention 

6. Meetings and Hospitality: 

       Hospitality at General Meetings ($100) 

       Annual Meeting Luncheon ($450) 

7. LWVUS Per Member Payment*: 

       66 Members @ $29.20 ($1,927) 

       11 Household Members @ $14.60 ($161) 

8. LWVC Per Member Payment: 

       66 Members @ $22 ($1,452) 

       11 Household Members @11 ($121) 

9. The Voter Newsletter 

10. Action 

11. Studies 

12. Voter Service 

13. Holiday Party/Fundraiser 

14. Website 

Total Expenses 

 

 

* LWVUS calculated our membership count for the 2009-1010 fiscal year on January 31, 2009.  On that date   we 

had 66 Members, 11 Household Members and 10 National Members.  LWVUS subtracted $5 from the total Per 

Member Payment fee for each of our National Members.  Thus, $50 was subtracted from the original LWVUS 

PMP fee of $2,087.80. 

  Budgeted 
  $4,350 
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  $7,835 
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TO THE BOARD OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS WESTERN NEVADA COUNTY 

 

We reviewed the records for the League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County for the period of 

July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009.  Our review consisted of verifying that all monthly bank statements were 

being reconciled and that adequate records were kept to justify the expenses reported to the board.  We 

also tested several months of check copies returned with the statement to the related invoices or other 

documentation and to the posting in the cash disbursements journal. 

 

We also reviewed the information reported for the Certificate of Deposit, the reasonableness of reported 

members‟ dues and the funds in the Education Fund.  We also reviewed the physical year-end financial 

statement for reasonableness. 

 

We found that adequate records were being kept, supporting documentation was available, deposits were 

being made promptly, and that monthly bank statements were being reconciled. 

 

Recommendations: 

 )  Reconcile bank statements to month end not date statement is received. 

 )  Last year‟s recommendations were carried out making the records much improved and 

       easier to audit. 

 

Respectfully submitted by the audit committee, 

 

Larry Lundervold and Linda McVicker                                                                                  July 5, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the Census? 
¶ The census is a count every 10 years of everyone living in the United States. 

¶ The census is mandated by the United States Constitution. 

¶ Your participation in the census is required by law. 

¶ It takes less than 10 minutes to complete the census. 

¶ Federal law protects the personal information you share during the census. 

 

Why Itôs Important: 

¶ Census data directly affect how more than $300 billion per year in federal and state funding is allo-

cated to communities for neighborhood improvements, public health, education, transportation and 

much more.  That‟s more than $3 trillion over a 10-year period.  Spending just a few minutes to fill 

out your census form will help ensure that your community gets its fair share of federal and state 

funding. 

¶ Mandated by the U.S. Constitution, the census is also used to apportion seats in the U.S. House of 

Representatives and to redistrict state legislatures. 

¶ Census data are used to define legislature districts, school district assignment areas and other impor-

tant functional areas of government. 

¶ The census is like a snapshot that helps define who we are as a nation.  Data about changes in your 

community are crucial to many planning decisions, such as where to provide services for the elderly, 

where to build new roads and schools, or where to locate job training centers. 
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This August 26 marks the 89th anniversary of the day when the U.S. Constitution was amended 

to grant women the right to vote. The nonpartisan League of Women Voters, formed when 

women were first granted the right to vote, will mark this occasion with reflection on how far 

we have come as well as optimism that this year will bring even more Americans into the de-

mocratic process. 

 

At the behest of Rep. Bella Abzug (D-NY), in 1971 the U.S. Congress designated Aug. 26 as 

Women‟s Equality Day.  The date was selected to commemorate the 1920 passage of the Nine-

teenth Amendment to the Constitution, granting women the right to vote.  This was the culmi-

nation of a massive civil rights movement by women that had its formal beginnings in 1848 at 

the world‟s first women‟s rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York. 

 
Joint Resolution of Congress 1971 

Designating August 26 of each year as Womenôs Equality Day 

 

WHEREAS, the women of the United States have been treated as second-class citizens and have not 

been entitled the full rights and privileges, public or private, legal or institutional, which are available to 

male citizens of the United States, and 

 

WHEREAS,  the women of the United States have united to assure that these rights and privileges are 

available to all citizens equally regardless of sex, and 

 

WHEREAS, the women of the United States have designated August 26th, the anniversary date of the 

passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, as symbolic of the continued fight for equal rights, and 

 

WHEREAS, the women of the United States are to be commended and supported in their organizations 

and activities, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, that August 26th of each year is designated as “Women‟s 

Equality Day,” and the President is authorized and requested to issue a proclamation annually in com-

memoration of that day in 1920, on which the women of America were first given the right to vote, and 

that day in 1970, on which a nationwide demonstration for women‟s rights took place. 
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of May 9, 2009 

 - Highlights - 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Ruth Schwartz who noted that the members present consti-

tuted a quorum as required by the by-laws. 

 

¶ In accordance with the by-laws, member Cleo Gibson was appointed to review and approve the min-

utes of the Annual Meeting. 

¶ Jackie Wilson was thanked for her ongoing efforts to assure that attendees at the general meetings 

receive a warm welcome and that refreshments were ready and waiting.  Ruth also thanked all board 

members for their efforts on behalf of our League. 

¶ Member Madelyn Helling was introduced and provided an update on Nevada County library fund-

ing cuts.  She requested that before June the League as an organization and members as individuals 

contact the Board of Supervisors to ask that funding be restored. 

¶ Treasurer Sue Nepstead reported substantial savings in postage following the decision to put the 

monthly newsletter, The Voter, on the League‟s website with postal mailings only to those members 

who did not have access to computers and, therefore, requested hard copies. 

¶ President Schwartz reported that a dues increase is recommended because we are currently in the red 

per member due to increases in the PMP required by LWVUS.  A motion was made and seconded to 

raise individual membership dues to $60 per member from the previous $50, and also to raise house-

hold membership to $30 from the previous $25.  The president also noted that dues may be paid in  

installments in September and January. 

¶ Vice-President Liane Dozier agreed to chair the update of our 1985 study of the County‟s General 

Plan, and she said that Edi Silverman has offered to serve in a mentorship role to provide support 

and guidance for Liane‟s efforts. 

¶ In the absence of by-laws chairperson, Edi Silverman, by-laws committee member Mary Dreifuss 

presented the changes to the by-laws as published in a previous newsletter.  This represents the 10th  

time our by-laws have been amended since their inception and requires passage by at least a two-

thirds majority of the members present.   The motion was made and seconded to accept the changes 

and was unanimously passed. 

¶ Voter Service chairs Arlene Robertson and Helen Williamson, assisted by member Polly Bacich, 

presented the Pros & Cons of the propositions on the May 19 ballot. 

¶ Nominating Committee chair Sue Nepstead presented the proposed slate of officers and directors for 

2009-2010.   Additional nominations from the floor were solicited.  None being made, the proposed 

slate was unanimously approved. 

¶ President Schwartz invited direction from the membership to the new League  board.  Specific top-

ics proposed by members regarding upcoming programs included: (1) possible legalization of mari-

juana, (2) state of the local economy, (3) healthcare, (4) status of critical care locally,  (5) status of 

Proposition 63 local implementation, (6) local programs addressing domestic violence, (7) drunk 

driving prevention, (8) Neighborhood Watch programs, and (9)  status of local crime enforcement. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:48 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Schwartz, Secretary 

 



LWVWNC  OBSERVER  CORPS 
Keeping an eye on government 

 

Have you always wanted to watch our local government in action but just didn‟t take the time to 

find out where and when the meetings take place?  If so, there‟s a place waiting for you on the 

League‟s Observer Corps.  Name the local government board, council or commission you 

would like to observe, and you „ll be wearing a League of Women Voters‟ pin in no time at all 

as  you take note of issues that are important to the community and League.  LWV observers 

have an opportunity to follow the funding and spending of local government programs in re-

sponse to the economic downturn  and tight budgeting concerns—could be an eye-opener! 

 

If you are new to League, please be aware that observers do only that—observe.  A League ob-

server may not make comments at the meetings.  They remain quiet, taking notes and then re-

porting to League on the meeting content and results. 

 

Following are some of the local government entities and when they meet: 

 

1. Nevada County Board of Supervisors (BOS):  2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 9 a.m.,  BOS cham-

bers at the Rood Center. 

2. Nevada County Planning Commission:  2nd and 4th Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. at the  Rood 

Center. 

3. Grass Valley City Council:  2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m., City Hall council chambers. 

4. Grass Valley Planning Commission:  3rd Tuesdays at 7 p.m., City Hall council chambers. 

5. Nevada City City Council:  2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 7 p.m., city council chambers, 317 

Broad Street, Nevada City. 

6. Nevada City Planning Commission:  1st and 3rd Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., city council cham-

bers. 

7. NID Board:  2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 9 a.m., NID. 

8. Local Agency Formation (LAFCO):  3rd Thursdays, Board of Supervisors chambers. 

9. Nevada Union High School Trustees:  3rd Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 

 

I hope you will give me a call: Dottie Schmidt, 273-7324, and take an active part in League.  

I‟m looking forward to working with you. 

 

Dottie Schmidt 

Observer Corp chair 
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The League of Women Voters of Western  
Nevada County wishes to thank  

Brunswick Village Assisted Living Community  
for their continued support.  
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Thank  You  
  for your  
   support 
     this 
 past year!          

Holiday Party - 

Fundraiser  Donors 

Weiss Brothers Nursery 

Yuba Blue 

BriarPatch Co-op  

        Community Market 

The Book Seller 

New Moon Café 

Scraps Dog Bakery 

Laura Keranen and 

           Desmond Gallagher 

Marian Gallaher 

Mary Dreifuss 

Mary Zotalis 

Ruth Schwartz 

Marcy Elliott 

Sue Nepstead 

Dottie Schmidt 

Karen and Larry Schwartz 

Mary Tucker 

 

Supporters 

Sharon Boivin 

Brunswick Village Assisted 

         Living Community 

M. Kathleen Butz 

Janet Core 

Barbara Duval 

Elizabeth Eaton 

Fred Hargesheimer 

Marilyn Solomon 

Jackie Wilson 

Voter Ad Contributors 

A. Ann Armstrong, 

           Attorney-at Law 

BriarPatch Co-op 

 Community Market 

Country Copy Print Shop 

Eskaton Village, 

 Grass Valley 

Flour Garden Bakery 

Mill Street Clothing Co. 

New Moon Café 

Quail Ridge Senior Living 

SPD Market 

The Book Seller 

The Wooden Spoon 

Members 

Polly Bacich 

Jeanette Bear 

Simone Becker 

Louise Beesley 

Patricia Chargin 

Glennis Dole 

Mary Dreifuss 

Marcy Elliott 

Gail Fox 

Cleo Gibson 

Ellen Fietz Hall 

Linda Hartman 

Gail Headstrom and 

 Frank Fish 

Madelyn Helling 

Nancy Hill 

Laura Keranen and 

 Desmond Gallagher 

Linda McVicker and 

 Larry Lundervold 

Stephen Munkelt 

Sue Nepstead 

Susan Norrell 

Gaile Parle 

Leal Portis 

Lee Renz 

Arlene Robertson 

Dottie Schmidt 

Ruth and Richard Schwartz 

Jerry Sharp 

Edi and Al Silverman 

Audrey Ohlson Smith 

Annabel Straus 

Mary Tucker 

July and John van der Veen 

Pat Werner 

Helen Williamson 

Marilyn Wilson 

Anne E. Wright 

Mary Zotalis 



We appreciate the support of the following local businesses and business professionals 

SPD Markets 
735 Zion Street, Nevada Street 

 

(530) 265-4596 
 

http://spdmarket.com/ 

 

New Moon Café 
203 York Street, Nevada City 

(530) 265 6399 

www.thenewmooncafe.com 

   

A. Ann Armstrong 
Attorney & Counselor-at-Law 
200 Auburn Folsom Road, Auburn 

 

(530) 269-1515 

(530) 269-2525 (fax)  

 

Quail Ridge Senior Living 
150 Sutton Way, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-1055 
 

www.quailridgeseniorliving.com 

   

The Book Seller 
107 Mill Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-2131 
 

booksgv@pacbell.net 

 

Country Copy Print Shop 
1200 East Main Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-4657 

   

BriarPatch Co-op 
Natural Foods Community Market 
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-5333 
 Open 7 am—9 pm   www.briarpatch.coop 

 

The Wooden Spoon 
A Toy Store for Cooks 

2066 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 272-8980 

   

Mill Street Clothing  
Lisa Swarthout 

117 Mill Street, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 477-6404 

 

Flour Garden Bakery 
11999 Sutton Way & 109 Neal Street, Grass Valley 

340 C Elm Avenue, Auburn 

(530)272-2043 -  (530) 477-2253 

 

M-Sat 5a-7p, Sun 6a-8p  e www.flourgarden.com 

   

Eskaton  
Senior Residences & Services 

625 Eskaton Circle, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 273-1778—(530) 273-8058 (fax) 

www.eskaton.org/index.htm 

 

òA politician thinks of the next 
electionña statesman of the 

next generation.ó 
 

                                       James Clarke 


